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School Year: 2020-2021 
The Board of Education approved the 2020-2021 school year 
calendar. This calendar has been emailed to you and has been 
posted to our District website. As we plan school activities for the 
2020-2021 school year, they will begin to be added to our web 
calendars.  


Due to the mild winter thus far this school year (2019-2020), we 
have yet to use our built-in snow days. We will see what the rest of 
the winter season has in store for us. Once the winter weather is 
behind us, an update to our year-end calendar dates will be shared 
with you.  
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Summer Enrichment 
Program Opens 


We have opened registration 
for our Summer Enrichment 
Program. This year’s program 
will be held at TBD for K-4 
students, from July 6-31. The 
program will be based on 
weekly themes. We also will be 
hosting an abbreviated Writing 
and Math Program for Grades 
5 and 6. For registration and 
payment information go to: 
www.myschoolbucks.com  


Parent-Paid     
Bussing Survey 


If you are a family, who is not 
eligible for District-provided 
bussing (i.e., live fewer than two 
miles from school), but who is 
interested in privately 
contracting with a bussing 
service to provide transportation 
to and from school and/or wants 
to learn more about it, please 
complete this survey.  


CLICK HERE for SURVEY 


Old Tappan 2020-2021 School Year Calendar 
 


 


September 
 


        1  Staff Reports 
     Prof. Dev. Day - Faculty 
        2  First Day - Students 
            12:30 PM Dismissal 
            Prof. Dev. Day – Faculty 
        7  Labor Day - Closed         
 19-20  Rosh Hashanah   
      28  Yom Kippur-Closed 
        


SEPTEMBER (19) 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 


13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30    


 


 FEBRUARY (15) 
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4  5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 


14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28       


 


              February 
 
     15   Presidents’ Day - Closed   
15-19   February Recess- Closed 
 
 
 
 
            


 
October 


 
      12  Columbus Day - 
            12:30 PM Dismissal  
            Prof. Dev. Day – Faculty 
 
 
 


OCTOBER (22)  
S M T W Th F S 
      1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 


 


 MARCH (23) 
S M T W Th F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8  9 10 11 12 13 


14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    


 


              March 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


November 
   
         3   Election Day – Closed 
              Prof. Dev. Day - Faculty 
  5 & 6   NJEA - Closed 
       25  12:30 PM Dismissal 
26&27   Thanksgiving                                 
              Recess - Closed     
 


NOVEMBER (16)     
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 


15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      


 


 APRIL (16) 
S M T W Th F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30  


 


              April 
 
       2   Good Friday - Closed      
12-16   Spring Recess - Closed 
     
       
 
 
 


                December 
 
         23  12:30 PM Dismissal                                           
    24-31  Holiday Recess-Closed 
 


DECEMBER (17) 
S M T W Th F S 
  1 2  3 4 5 


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 


13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   


 


 MAY (20) 
S M T W Th F S 
       1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 


16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31      


 


              May 
  


     31   Memorial Day - Closed  
 
 


 


 
               January 


  
1 New Year’s - Closed 


18 Martin Luther King Day-       
              Closed 
              Prof. Dev. Day - Faculty 
        
 


JANUARY (19) 
S M T W Th F S 


     1 2 


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 


10 11 12 13 14 15  16 


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 


31       
 


 JUNE (18) 
S M T W Th F S 


  1 2 3 4 5 


6 7 8 9 10 11 12 


13 14 15 16 17 18 19 


20 21 22 23 24 25 26 


27 28 29 30    
 


            June 
 


     23  12:30 PM Dismissal 
     24  12:30 PM Dismissal 
           Last Day for Students*  
           Date will change if      
           emergency closings are      
           not used. Last two days                   
           of school are 12:30 PM     
           dismissals. 
      


Adopted:   1/20/2020 
 


If necessary, due to 
unexpected closings, the April 
vacation may be abbreviated 
in part or in whole.  Therefore, 
no plans, which cannot be 
changed, should be made for 
the Spring Recess.  The Board of 
Education reserves the right to 
make adjustments to the 
calendar as deemed 
necessary. 
 
 


 *Three (3) emergency closing  
days have been built into the 
school calendar.  In the event 
these days are not used, they 
will be “given back” through a 
reduction in the number of 
school days.  When this 
information becomes available, 
it will be communicated to 
parents/guardians following a 
decision by the Board of 
Education. 


Number of School Days 
 Students   Staff 
     Sept.       19           20 
     Oct.          22           22  
     Nov.        16           17       
     Dec.          17           17 
     Jan.          19  20 
     Feb.        15  15 
     March        23  23     
     April             16  16   
     May             20  20   
     June             18     18_       
     Total*    185 188 


OLD TAPPAN PK-8 
Community | Curiosity | Courage | Creativity | Commitment



http://oldtappanschools.org

http://www.myschoolbucks.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesGx4VlbezT0gJqiol49dvc5OklFVoWcYyCcRBNylhpyIEuQ/viewform

http://www.myschoolbucks.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesGx4VlbezT0gJqiol49dvc5OklFVoWcYyCcRBNylhpyIEuQ/viewform
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Wellness & Advocacy 


Thank you to so many of you 
who participated in the adult 
offerings so far this school year. 
The most recent program, which 
was well-attended, was Timothy 
Shoemaker’s return-visit 
presentation on Emotional 
Resiliency. If you were unable to 
catch that evening, there are 
more events lined up. 


• Mallory’s Army Presentation, 
2/26, 7:00 PM 


• CAP Grade 7 Presentation, 
3/26, 7:00 PM 


• Dr. Walsh Speaker Series, 
3/30, 7:00 PM 


Please mark your calendars to 
join us in celebrating our 
students, as they express 
themselves in supportive 
environments. Creative 
expression allows for well-
rounded school experiences. 


• TBD Play, 3/7, 11:00 AM and 
3:00 PM 


• CDW Student Coffee House, 
3/30, 7:00 PM 


• CDW Play, 4/24, 7:00 PM and 
4/25, 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM 



http://oldtappanschools.org
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Our Teachers as Learners and Leaders 


With students as the central focus of education, we must continue to recognize that 
teachers directly impact students’ growth; consequently, when teachers work in 
thoughtful, creative environments, teachers’ learning is fostered and enhanced. Not 
only do teachers require support and latitude to develop their work effectively, 
teachers’ ideas, which implicitly support 
student growth, are best cultivated in a 
collaborative District and among colleagues.    


A District’s growth, whether it be in Old 
Tappan or elsewhere, is intrinsically tied to 
teacher development. Positioning teachers 
as invaluable participants within the District’s 
structure makes any notion of District-
betterment unrealistic without recognizing 
their interconnectedness. The most 
meaningful teacher development is not 
created by a “one-size-fits-all” model, but 
rather it is created by a personalized model, 
with the teacher and, ultimately, the student 
at its epicenter. Therefore, Old Tappan’s 
District-growth model considers teachers as 
both learners and leaders. During the school 
year, teachers engage in learning 
opportunities that meet their needs and 
their interests. This past month, our District 
joined with other Northern Valley districts to 
engage in learning at Northern Valley Old 
Tappan High School, and a number of our 
PK-8 teachers proudly led the learning 
workshops for others.  


As our teachers promote engaging, rigorous 
learning experiences for our students in all content areas,  
they must understand what they represent as 
high-quality educators.  - Continued on Page 5


Top Picture: Ms. Rightmire 
(TBD Grade 1): Kinesthetic 
Phonics  Bottom Picture: Ms. 
Gambuti (TBD Launchpad): 
Elementary STEM Activities



http://oldtappanschools.org
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Our Educators 
Lead  


Northern Valley  
Workshops


District professionals are encouraged to be 
reflective and assess their roots, as teachers, 
learners, and leaders, as they continue to learn new 
classroom techniques. In doing so, our teachers 
continue to shape their professional personae. 
Understanding themselves is a critical component 
in promoting students’ learning and their 
professional growth. 


As a foundational premise for the promotion of 
student learning and professional growth, teachers 
must have a passion for what they do and a keen 
interest in working together to establish, to meet, 
and to exceed expectations. This drive allows all 
teachers to persevere and overcome challenges, as 
well as relish in everyday classroom successes.  


As is true with any professionals — attorneys, auto 
mechanics, physicians, or plumbers — skill-sets, 
passion, and awareness of field developments are 
required and essential for promotion and growth. 
Furthermore, like many other professionals, 
teachers develop their craft, while also working 
alongside others to promote meaningful learning.   


When an educational community is collaborative 
and strong, and the community-at-large is mutually 
respectful, teaching and learning will flourish. With 
this mindset, the community should expect all of 
which teachers are capable. Teacher development 
does have the power to affect change and, 
ultimately, the forward-movement of a whole 
district. When teachers are learners and leaders, 
amazing things happen. 


- Continued from Page 4


Photos Top to Bottom: Ms. Bambach and 
Ms. Vitale (CDW Special Education), Ms. 
Brown (TBD Literacy Specialist), Ms. DiPisa 
(CDW Librarian), Mr. Rosolanko (TBD/CDW 
Band), Ms. DeSciora (CDW Language Arts)
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